Mail server scalability

What problems do we come across?

Linear password files

/etc/passwd file.

Linear mbox files

the entire mail file

Too many files in one directory

Use a hashed directory structure, e.g. /home/12/34/user

CPU limits

Disk performance

Keep your SMTP (smarthost) and POP3 services separate

        pop3.example.com    -- does not relay, accepts incoming SMTP for
                               delivery to local mailboxes only
        smtp.example.com    -- relays, has no local mailboxes